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invites, flowers & favors

Classic invitation choices abound at local stationery stores  
and websites, but finding a design that’s appropriate for a  
more whimsical affair is a tall order. But Humboldt Park-based  
Mok Duk gets the look just right. Owner and designer Anne 
Benjamin creates charming, one-of-a-kind pieces that reflect each 
couple’s unique style as well as their wedding’s look and feel. 

For example, this save-the-date card 1  features 
hand-drawn type and illustrations that convey the 
couple’s bohemian-casual Catskills venue, while  
a letterpress-printed invite 2  to a wedding in 
Colorado features folksy illustrations that cleverly 
hint at the outdoor activities that will take place 
throughout the wedding weekend. (Bonus:  
The invitation is designed to be a keepsake  
that guests can frame.) 
And a gatefold invitation 
3  combines sophisticated 

silhouettes with whimsi-
cal hot pink scrollwork—
perfect for an elegant yet 
relaxed wedding involving 
bingo and kickball. 

Anne studied graphic design, printmaking, and illustration  
in college and worked at a letterpress company before launching 
her own stationery line; all her designs are screen-printed or 
letterpress-printed (though more affordable digital printing  
is also available). —HL 773-412-9343, annebenjamin.com

If you’ve decided to pass out favors, skip the meaningless tchotchkes and give your guests something better. We asked two planners—
Lori Stephenson of LOLA Event Productions and Katie Kozlowski of Dettagli Weddings—to share their favorite ideas. —HL 

Homemade
 “One couple asked their aunts 
to make cookies using family 
recipes,” says Lori. “The treats 
were displayed in glass jars 
with recipe cards, and guests 

scooped them into personal-
ized gift bags.”

“Another memorable idea  
was homemade limoncello  
that had been made and 
bottled by the groom,” says 
Lori. “He used a family recipe 
that his great-grandparents 
brought from Sicily.”

 Late-night
“Nothing says ‘Chicago’ like 
Garrett Popcorn,” says Lori. 
“Their individual-size tins 
(left) are one of our most 
popular wedding-favor ideas, 
but they also make an excellent 
late-night snack. Have the 
waiters pass them on trays  
an hour before the end of the 

reception, or place them on a 
display table as guests depart.”

“A favorite take-home favor  
is a hangover kit,” says Katie. 
“Fill a bag with bottled water, 
Advil, a Starbucks gift card, 
eye-freshening cucumber 
packets, and locally made  
Sara Lee doughnuts.”

Eco-Friendly
“Purchase carbon offsets  
from carbonfund.org to offset 
the emissions from your 
wedding,” says Lori. “Display 
a note from the couple at the 
reception exit explaining  
that the donation reduces  
the wedding’s impact on the 
environment.”

Charitable
 “One of our couples had a 
dog-friendly wedding where 
pooches were invited with 
their owners,” says Lori.  
“The favors were dog bones 
tied with notes explaining  
that the couple had made a 
donation to PAWS Chicago,  
an animal advocacy group.”

Fragrant
“One couple gave each guest  
a small flowerpot containing 
basil, thyme, or oregano;  
the pot was hand-lettered  
with the guest’s name and 
table number,” says Katie. 
“The herbs—and the lovely 
aroma—also added to the 
reception décor.” 

Resident Talent  anne benjamin
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